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35 days in an open boat 



THREE INDIAN army offic- 
ers who braved sharks and 
the poisonous snakes which 
infest the Indian Ocean ina 18 
foot wooden sailing boat on a 
3,500 kilometeer trip from 
Bombay to Bandar Abbas 
spent yesterday resting up in 
the comfort of Tehran. 

"We weren't afraid when 
the sharks came swimming 
by", 29 year old Luv Kumar 
Shinghal, who navigated the 
trip by the sun, said. "When 
you're in a boat you're safe 
enough". 

It was the weather that 
worried them. Twice they 
were caught in fierce storms. 
Two hundred kilometers off 
land and the port of Dwarka, 
which was their first stop, 
they were stationary for sev- 
eral hours, baling out the 
water as fast as it came in. 

"Fortunately it was night 
and we couldn't see the 
height of the waves," the 
leader of the exhibition, 
Major Param jit Pammi, went 
on. "In the daylight they 
would have been terrifying." 

Especially to three men in a 
boat built 57 years ago of 
Burma teak plants, with just 
a fiber glass coating. The ves- 
sel, the Albatross, was; ac- 
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army sailing club from the 
Englishman who built it; it 
had carried Singh and other 
crewmen on trips to the An- 
daman and Lacadive islands 
and down to Cochin so well 
over the years that the trio 
decided they would have a gb 
at a more adventurous trip. 
They arranged to call at 




THREE MEN in a boat-from left, Major Pammi, 
and Captains Shinghal and Singh. 

Dwarka, Karachi and Jask on from Bombay to Karachi and 

their journey and set off with back with another well 

jerrycans of water sufficient known Parsee sailor in Bom- 

for 20 days, together with pre- bay, Kersi Naoroji, provided 

cooked Indian food, paratas, them with a car as well as a-- 

pickles, halva and a few other commodation and everything 

things like tomato soup and else they needed. 

potatoes which were fired by "It was a truly wonderful 

Shinghal, who acted as cook, reception", Major Pammi 

The third member of the crew said. 

was 25 year old captain Am- "And it was the same wnenwe 

reshwar Partap Singh, who put into Jask, where through 

kept up the radio contact a delay in communications 

with land. they didn't even know we 

a. ,, ,. , were coming. But the gen- 

For the first six days we darffles looked aftef Md 

n'tfeelUkeeatmgathing, wegotal , ourwaterandother 



didn' 

however," the latter told us. J£gg£ ^ ™:j£2£ £ r 

"The boat was rolling * 
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was roiling so 

which two men could lie ena- 

Wed them tosleepintwndur- apMihadaedfor 
ing the day, but at mght all tW tri 6 fli7 tn T „ hpan . „„,, 
three had to remain awake 
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together. At Bandar Abbas, 
embassy military attache 



And the luminescence on the 
water was the most memora- 
ble phenomenon during the 



them to fly to Tehran and 
another trio of sailors took 
over the boat and set off on 
the return journey. 
The trio fly back to India on 



trip they said. It was caused Saturday _ to plan their next 
by the plankton that came to trip> This time they h(jpe tQ 



Radio 



2400 News Wrap up 
0010 Weekend in Tehran 
0100 Sign Off 

News in English on the hour, 
every hour. 

FRIDAY 
NIRT INTERNATIONAL 
RADIO 

(AM 155— FM 106 Stereo) 

0701 Weekend in Tehran 

0830 News in French 

0835 Weekend in Tehra n 

1005 Country Caravan 

1 105 American Country 

Countdown (3) 

1210 Weekend in Tehran 

1330 News in French 

1 335 Weekend in Tehran 

1630 News in Russian 

1640 Weekend in Tehran 

1705 Wolfm an Jack Show 



the surface in the dark and 
gleamed in light of the moon 
or the stars. 

"This luminescence was 
weird and very difficult to get 
used to," Pammi said. 

The shark appeared in big 
numbers off the eastern 
Pakistan coast and off Jask. 
They traveled at great speed 
and when they were around 
smaller fish were constantly 
jumping in the water to es- 
cape them. The snakes, which 
appear to be peculiar to the 
Indian ocean are also said to 
be very poisonous. They could 
also be seen swimming near 
the surface. 

At Karachi the yacht club 
laid out the red carpet for the 
trio, repaired their boat and 
gave them magnificent host- 
pitality, the major said. And 
the Parsee owner of the 
Beach Luxury hotel, who had 
himself sailed the same boat 



build a new boat and make a 
trip perhaps as far as the 
Mediterranean. J (J 
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